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Pandemic Stories

LIVING HISTORY

March 13, 2020 is a day most McClure students won't forget...they were told that school was closing and
e-learning — a word we're all too familiar with now — would begin the following Monday. Illinois was put
on a statewide stay-at-home order to try to control the spread of COVID-19. What started out as something
new and kind of fun (no "going” to school), turned into an end of year filled with cancellations and missed
experiences. The WSHS asked McClure students to share how the pandemic was affecting them in their
day-to-day life. Below are excerpts from those contributions, sent to us in May.

‘Quarantine was really hard to adjust to. Not seeing teachers,
friends, family, staying home, not traveling, it was all so crazy.
And stillis. By now | am used to the process of E-learning but
| don't think | just speak for myself when | say there is nothing
that can replace the time we spend in class with our Bulldog
peers and teachers. | hope next year things can go back to
normal, whatever the new normal may be. | miss McClure so
much and can't wait to go back next year." Kennedy, 7th grade

“The days don't really have structure anymore. After | finish

my schoolwork, | mostly just facetime friends, go on my
phone, go outside to tumble and walk my dog. We have to
wear masks to walk into a store, which is a strange thing

to get used to. Everything feels very surreal. | want people to
remember to be thankful for their daily lives and appreciate all
healthcare and front line workers because they are the ones
who are helping the most and risking their lives for others.”
Sadie, 8th grade

‘| was having fun the first weeks into quarantine but as the
weeks turned to months, | became more and more bored.

| wished to go back to school, something | thought | would
never say, but | just really wanted to see my friends again. |
started to slack off and | would take lots of breaks in between
school work. | thought that this would be fun but it wasn't. |
missed all of the fun activities we would have done at school.
Will, 7th grade

“The thing | want most people to remember from this
pandemic is that by working together as a community, we
can get through anything. No matter what you do individually,
it will never compare as to what you do with the help of

your neighbors. In order to fight off this virus, we had to work
together and we still are. It is going to take a lot of patience,
but in the end we will look back on this for we had lived
through history in the making." Lily, 8th grade

‘Although the pandemic has been awful, there are good
things to come out of it. Almost every weekend, car parades
drive past people's houses to celebrate one's birthday. Chalk
messages appear on sidewalks with messages reading,

‘We got this!" or ‘'Thank you, essential workers!" Whenever
someone walks by, everyone always waves, even if you have
no idea who they are. There are stories of people coming
together to make the best of our situation and spreading
happiness." Maddie, 7th grade

‘Due to this everlasting pandemic, | have had to make many
changes in my daily life. A few of the big ones would be how
| can't see my friends often/at all, We are doing e-learning
instead of just being at school, and also probably having to
adjust to being stuck inside. It makes for a very non eventful
lifestyle, but surprisingly relaxing too." Kevin, 8th grade

Robert Bucko,
7th grade
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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD

Continuing Our Mission

2020 has been an extraordinary time in the United States, Our Tower Museum remains closed at this time, but we are
including here in Western Springs. Throughout this year, already planning for the celebration of its 50th anniversary as a
the Historical Society has worked to find new ways to fulfill museum sometime in 2021. Keep an eye out on our website for
our mission: updates or follow us on Facebook.

X In the spring we launched our Pandemic Stories initiative to

} o i We continue to be grateful for the support of our Members
capture this moment in time for future generations.

during this unprecedented time.
X We launched a new website www.westernspringshistory.org

to make our village's history more accessible to people near Be safe, be well & best wishes,

and far. The Board of the Western Springs Historical Society
X We held our biennial Preservation Awards honoring homes Mark Tobin, Mary Rintz, Mike Medema, Lori Mitchell,

or businesses in town that have worked to preserve or restore  pgte Caris, Chris Cone, Jim Havlat, Susan Morrow,

their older home, add a compatible addition, or build a new Patsy Shutack, Sue Stepaniak, Leslie Walters

home that is in character with the older homes in the village.

X Through money raised by generous donors to a GoFundMe
campaign, we were able to restore an 1881 map of the village.

PRESERVING TRADITIONS

Thanks to all who submitted entries Congratulations to our 2020 Preservation
to our biennial Historic Preservation Award winners!

Awards! The awards, which were first
granted in 1996, recognize owners

for the thoughtful restoration or
preservation of their residence (or
business). Houses must be at least

50 years old for the Preservation and
Compatible Addition categories, while
the Good Neighbor category is for a
structure of any age, either residential
or commercial, that honors the scale
and historic style of Western Springs.
The Historical Society appreciates the
efforts by all homeowners to maintain
their homes; a resident's commitment
to preserving their home or adding Compatible Addition Good Neighbor
to it in a period appropriate manner
contributes to the charm and historic
character of our village.

Preservation/Conservation

4336 Grand Ave., The Kinsella Family 4209 Grove Family, The Burns Family

This year's award winners were
announced in October and each will
receive a plaque to display. All of
the winners were nominated in the
spring of 2020 and were reviewed
by a panel of judges familiar with
historical preservation, construction _
and architecture. Awards were 4060 Woodland Ave., The Winegar Family 4614 Harvey Ave., The Pauli Family
given in four categories:

Preservation/Exterior Rehabilitation,

Preservation/Conservation, Compatible

Addition, and Good Neighbor.
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WESTERN SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP

LIFE MEMBERS

Elizabeth & David Arts

The Ashby Family

Al & Mary Bachman

Shirley & Dick Beal

Charmaine Blessman

Bob & Carol Bures

Liz Burns

Paula & Tom Buttel

Tom & Marilyn Cahill

Michael & Toni Cainkar

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clarke

Jennifer Cotton

Jim & Mary Curto

John & Virginia Devona

William Dickett & Durga Bharam

Jim & Julie Dickett

Scott & Gwen Divenere

John & Lori Dixon

Debbie Dixon

Bea Dockum

D.J. & Shirley Duffy

Carl Ekdahl

Mr. & Mrs. John Euwema

John & Mary George

Alan Gornik & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Grimes

Heartland Bank & Trust Co.

Mrs. Joanne Housel

Dennis, Karla & Ashley Hudson

Mark & Linda Hussey

Lynn & Tim Irons

Audrey Johnson

Matthew & Barbara Kass

The Keeley Family in Memory of
John L. Keeley Jr.

Wayne Kennedy & Lorelie Rockwell
Foundation

Marjorie Miller Kihn

Mr. & Mrs. Kimberling

Walter & Kimberly Knake

Jim & Diana Koehler

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Kolar

Richard & Marjorie Kriebel

Shauna Lambright

Fred D. Lonnes

Jerome Lonnes

Roger C. Lundin

Jan McDermed

Scott Meyer

Mike & Linn Meyer

Shashi & Amrit Mittal

Ann Neumann

Sandy & Greg Pechous

Leslie Fenton & Mark Pera

Lena Perona

Polly Peters

Ray & Nancy Powers

Val & Kathryn Price

Phil & Stephanie Richard

Andrew & Susan Roggensack

Marcia Sammons

Vicki Sandburg

Sue Ann Schierholtz

Mark & Ellen Schilling

Andrew Schreiber

David & Sharon Sennett

Katie Shepherd

The Shutack Family
Dr. William Stern
Joyce & Jim Stocker
Stephanie Stomberg
Jane Thayer

Nancy Timyan

Dave & Leslie Walters
Steve & Patti Winegar
Edgar & Carol Yee
Allyson & Rick Zak
Laura & Dennis Zender

PATRONS OF THE SOCIETY
Deneen & Tamer Akture
Julie Beck

Larry & Judy Clark

Peter & Barbara Deberge
The Dillon Family

Kate & Mike Elvin

Helen M. Geoghegan
Andrew Gore

Howard Graening

Bob & Ginny Grecco

Sue & Roger Hahn

Susan Morrow & Todd Halamka
Patrick Higgins & Karron Callaghan
Scott Hudson

Kaye Hutchison

Patricia J. Maier

Mr. & Mrs. Paul McCoy

Rich & Carol McLaughlin
Lori Mitchell & Scott Edwards
Nicholas J. Motherway

The Mullarkey Family

Bob & Lynn Odgers

Lewis Paptistella

Ronze & Theresa Pavone
Mr. & Mrs. T. Perkowski
Robert Piccirillo

William L. & Greta J. Schutt
Dick & Louise Skoda

Nancy Sutherland

Paul & Eva Thomas

Wayne & Harriet Ver Gowe
Todd & Paula Wegman
John & Susan Williams

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Ed & Lisa Austin

Julie Beringer

Nancy & Tom Conforti

Dixie Conkis

Carole Cosimano

County Line Questers

Tom Davy & Mary Kay Malas
John Dolezal Family
Margaret Fahrenbach & Richard Sikes
Don & Joan Finkelston

Todd & Carol Forbes

Peter & Sylvia Frigo
Elizabeth B. Groenewold
Tom & Sheila Hansen

Paula & Jim Hellige

Lois G. Henning

Tom & Carol Hoekstra
Jeanette & Hugh Ingrasci
Sharlene A. Jantz

Kevin & Kristine Kostrewa
Rosalie & Robert Lawinger
Miles & Susan McHugh
Mary Jo McKeag

Rey & Jane Meadowcroft
The Mike Medema Family
The Miklosz Family

Bob & Saranne Milano
Roseanne & Gordon Nash
Brian & Ellen Oeltgen
Jean J. Ozog

Lynn & Harry Philips

Jeff & Katie Pogue

Harriet Potenza

Gurrie & Alice Rhoads
Eleanor Magnuson Roberts
The William T. Rodeghier Family
Betty Roessler

Maureen Russell

Anne M. Shannon

Rick & Liz Skrodzki

Peggy Taylor

Karen & Tom Teegarden
The Walsh Family

Mary Lee & Jim Larsen

BUSINESS MEMBERS

J. Benak Service, Inc.

That Girl

Village True Value Hardware
J. Wilson Painting, Inc

FAMILY MEMBERS

Pete & Joan Ayres

George & Kathy Beshilas
Lou & Rita Bourjaily

Bo & Linda Bres

Colleen & Joe Brosnan

The Buckley Family

Tara & Rich Bulger

Christine & Erol Caldir

Susan & Michael Cardamone
Pete & Nancy Caris & Sons
Chris & Greg Cone

Katie & Scott Cornelis

The Derrah Family

Robert & Carol Dobis

Gary & Mary Doten

John & Diane Doyle

Tom & Janet Duncan

Laura Giampino & Colleen Halloran
Suzy & Peter Hilton

The Gormans

Gerald & Anita Gustis

The Haeske Family

Liz & Kevin Haskins

Jim & Beth Havlat

John & Megan Hepokoski
Jim Horvath

The Hronis Family

Mark & Karen Hurley

Susan & Matthew Kipp

Gary & Sue Klein

Bernard & Susan Korzyniewski
Clare Kralovec & Rich Kirchherr
David & Ann Lawrence

Tom & Kathy Licar

Rose Marie Lipinski

Jack & Joanne Lynch

Chuck Macke & Margaret
Menzenberger

Tom & Kay Marciniak

Romelle & John Marshall

Patrick & Nora McCarthy

Mary Jo & Tom Mulcahy

Aldo & Lisa Mungai

Ann Nikchevich

Francis & Michelle O'Donnell

The Patterson Family

Tom & Barbara Pfendler

Beth & Jim Reynolds

Mary & David Rintz

Warren & Mary Lou Sejud

Jim & Marcia Sikora

India & Ray Sistino

Randy & Julie Skoda

The TJ Stack Family

Susan Stepaniak

Steve Wennerstrum

Harriet & Michael Wheeler

Jeffrey Wingert

Diane & John Wollney

Craig & Linda Wright

Mark & Susan Wyckoff

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Carl Adducci

Mary Altman

Cathy Blanford
Michael Braze

Marcia Buell
Kathleen & Rich Clute
Nicholas DelLuca
Mary Ann Duda
Catherine Moon Dudley
Jeanne Farmer

Laura Glosniak

Ray Gustafson

Dr. Daniel P. Harmon
Margie Hatter

Celia Hunt

Jeanine M. Jasica
Leslie Karas

John & Susan Kinzle
Patricia Kimble
Jeanne Kipp

Jerry Kuchta

Sherry Kulhanek
Jayne Mikulski
Marietta Moore

Barb Nolan

Mary Jo Noonan
Gwen H. Quackenbush
Muriel Rooney

Ruth Ann Sherman
David Simpson

Jean C. Sobek

Alice Swiatek

Elaine Szablewski

vy Terracina

Ingrid Velkme
Audrey B. Wach
Robert Zaniolo

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we rely 100% on the generosity of our members. Your financial support through membership
dues, donations, fundraising events and memorial bequests helps us to continue our mission of preserving and presenting Western
Springs' history. Thank you for supporting the Western Springs Historical Society!
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OUR STORIED PAST

Did you know that Western Springs once had its own zo0 and a
“Baby of the Month” Club? Or that we've had not one, but
three planes crash in our quaint town? You can learn all about
these fun facts and more in Western Springs Historical Society’s
book, “Western Springs Short Stories” by John Devona.

John, a resident of Western Springs
since 1972, has been a volunteer for
the WSHS since 2011. He's served

as a Trustee, the Archives Manager,
Newsletter Editor and museum docent,
among other roles. He also wrote a
weekly story for the WSHS website
called “Blast from the Past". At the
suggestion from some fellow residents,
John decided to collect and update the
stories and put them into one book for
residents to enjoy.

The book's 514 pages feature 220 short
stories and many photos. While not
chronological, this collection describes
our village's early years, right up to the
present. It is written in an entertaining,

easy-to-read style, with each story
requiring only a few minutes to enjoy.
If you appreciate history or just want
to learn more about our wonderful
village, this is the book for you!

It would also make a great holiday
gift for any resident past or present,
young or old.

Books may be purchased at Village
True Value, Clever Girl, Casey's and
The Uptown Shoppe —and each
store will have a select amount

of autographed copies. Or you can
purchase the book by filling out and
returning the form below. The book
is $25, with profits supporting the
Western Springs Historical Society!

BOOK ORDER FORM
Western Springs Short Stories by John Devona

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Email
Unit Price Quantity Total
Western Springs Short Stories Book $25.00
Shipping/Handling (per book) $6.00
Amount Due $

Please make checks payable to “Western Springs Historical Society” and include "Short Stories" in the memo line. Order form and check may be
mailed to: Western Springs Historical Society, PO Box 139, Western Springs, IL 60558. Prices include sales tax.
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THIRTEEN PARKS, THIRTEEN
OPPORTUNITIES TO BE GRATEFUL

This Thanksgiving, the Park Board and the WSHS join together to gratefully
acknowledge the residents of Western Springs, their families, and loved ones
since passed.

You may have seen the many (more
than 300) memorial plaques, trees, and
benches that families have dedicated “In
Loving Memory" throughout all of the
thirteen Western Springs Parks, since
their inception in 1923.

The Park Board and the Western Springs
Historical Society are delighted to
announce the making of the Western
Springs Living Memorial Photo & : S —

Book Collage, 1st Edition to assure the L to R: Ridgewood Park; Spring Rock - Peggy and Harvey Hensel Memorial; Forest Hills - Corey Nelson
preservation of our history, and that Memorial; Springdale Park - Pergola Honoring Kelli Joy O'Laughlin

those who have made a significant

contribution to life in Western Springs Future annual Thanksgiving collection

will always be remembered. periods should build a significant

memorial collage and an opportunity

to tell stories of ‘Thanksgiving'

gratefulness every year in Western

Springs. Please send your photos and

a short write-up to Barb Kartzmark

(bkartzmark@wsprings.com) or Sue

Sernak (lillitoo@aol.com). We'll create

a living Google document for all to

see, and update as new memories are

shared.

This is an opportunity for all Western
Springs families to get out in the parks
(before it snows) and find either your
family memorial (if you did one) or a
bench, plaque, or tree that recognizes
one of our residents, living or passed.
Find it, take a photo, note the location,
and send us your story and/or what
the memorial inscribes. We'll assemble
an appropriate “Memorial Wall' of park
photos and stories that will be displayed  Thank you, Western Springs residents
for all to see in the Tower Museum. A and families!

Book of Honor will also be created.

2018-2019
Combined Financial Report

REVENUES - $61,671 EXPENSES -$34.657 The Western Springs Historical. Sopiety is an independeqt
all-volunteer, non-profit organization that does not receive
any federal, state or local government funding.

As such, it relies on the generous support of concerned
residents like you, combined with careful management of
its financial resources, to ensure that the Society remains a
viable organization, able to plan and implement programs
and services for the community.

The pie charts shown at left summarize the revenue and

: ;‘:ﬁ;’:’r’sﬁi (Net) ‘3’2?/2 : gﬁﬁlﬁgfﬁ 'gf:‘f:c"l:e ;;; expenses for the WSHS. Since the biennial House Walk

B Other 6% O Archives & represents a major source of income, some of which is

O Donations 5% Museum Exhibits 22% carried over to cover expenses in the following year, these
[ Sales 4% charts include data for both 2018 and 2019 (the most recent

two year period for which complete data are available).
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WESTERN SPRINGS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 139

Western Springs
708-246-9230
WesternSpringsHistory.org

THE TOWER MUSEUM &
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM
are housed in the historic
\Xater Tower

MUSEUM HOURS
Saturdays
10 AM - Noon

EKDAHL HOUSE MUSEUM
43rd St. & Wolf Rd.
Outdoor exhibit open 24/7

VOLUNTEERS &
DOCENTS WELCOME
Call 708-246-9230

ARCHIVES & WORKSHOP
Grand Avenue
Community Center
Second Floor

ARCHIVES HOURS
Tuesdays 9 AM - Noon

OFFICERS
Mark Tobin
President

Mary Rintz
Vice President

Mike Medema
Treasurer

Lori Mitchell
Secretary

TRUSTEES
Pete Caris
Chris Cone
Jim Havlat
Susan Morrow
Patsy Shutak
Sue Stepaniak
Leslie Walters

NEWSLETTER
GRAPHICS
Mary Rintz

WESTERN SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 139
Western Springs, IL 60558

LOCAL POSTAL PATRON

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Western Springs, IL
Permit No. 25

Make a Difference

yellow “Donate” button. Thank you!

As we approach the end of 2020, please consider
supporting the Western Springs Historical Society.
Become a member, renew your membership, gift a
membership and/or make a donation. Tax deductible
donations can be made by returning a check in the
enclosed envelope or via PayPal on our website.
Visit www.westernspringshistory.org and click the
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