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The Western Springs Historical Society is asking for your help in raising funds to restore three mid-19th 
century paintings of the Crumbaugh family—Frederick, Maria and their baby son, also named Frederick. 
These Victorian-era paintings are a prime example of American folk portraits before the advent of 
daguerreotypes (early photographs). Donated by family member Iona Quinby, these cherished heirlooms  
offer a glimpse into early Victorian life in the Midwest. 

BY CARON WONG

About the Portraits  Likely done by local artists, the paintings 
of Frederick and Maria are unsigned, not unusual for that 
time, according to conservationist Julian Baumgartner of 
Baumgartner Restoration. The portrait of their 3-year-old son, 
Frederick, was painted in 1856 by David Gilmore Blythe (1815–
1865), a self-taught American artist whose work is displayed in 
museums around the U.S., including the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. In his early 
career, Blythe made his living as an itinerant painter, traveling 
the country with several canvases painted with a baby’s 
body and an unfinished head. To complete the 
portrait, the baby’s head was painted onto the body. 
This was a typical practice of traveling portraitists. 
The Blythe painting is a standard educational tool 
for historical purposes, representing techniques 
of traveling portraitists during the Victorian era. 

Donated by  Ione Quinby Griggs, the portraits 
have been displayed in the Western Springs Tower 
Museum since its opening in 1970. Now a cherished 
part of Western Springs history and tradition, they are 
enjoyed by both visitors and residents. Once restored, the 
paintings will return to their place in the museum.

Meet the Crumbaughs  The Crumbaughs were prominent 
members of society. The elder Frederick was a successful 
Chicago merchant and one-time business partner of  
Marshall Field. His wife Maria had family connections in  
Western Springs, her sister Mary Paine Quinby. The 

Crumbaugh family spent many holidays and weekends in 
Western Springs. The WSHS archives include photographs 
of the Crumbaugh family at local events, and there are many 
anecdotal stories about their visits. Frederick’s wish to move 
his family to Western Springs was never realized during his 
lifetime. It wasn’t until 1892, 13 years after Frederick’s death at 
the age of 61, that Maria moved to Western Springs to be near 
her sister’s family. 

Maria Paine Crumbaugh (1825–1912)  After her husband’s 
death, Maria stayed in Chicago to raise their three children, 

Frederick (1853–1918), Ella (1856–1933) and Lucius (1861–
1939). Known for her intricate needlework, Maria 

made all her children’s clothes by hand, which may 
have contributed to blindness in her later years. In 
1892, after her children were grown, Maria moved 
to Western Springs to be near her sister Mary’s 
family. Maria’s house (now razed) was the second 
house from the corner of Grand and Hillgrove 

Avenues, across from the Western Springs Water 
Tower. At one time, Maria’s household included her 

brother Samual Paine, sister Mary, and niece Alice 
Quinby. Despite being blind in her later years, Maria was 

an active member of the community and the Congregational 
Church of Western Springs for 20 years, until her death in 1912. 

To learn about Frederick Crumbaugh (1818–1879) and his 
son, Frederick Crumbaugh (1853–1918), visit our website 
westernspringshistory.org.
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As we approach the end of the year, I want to thank our 
donors, members, and volunteers for their tremendous 
generosity. As a non-profit organization, the Historical 
Society depends entirely on your time, talent, and financial 
support. For all our readers, please visit our website, 
westernspringshistory.org, where you can join or renew your 
membership, volunteer, or donate to the Society. Thanks 
also to the many members and residents who attended 
our Paint the Tower Plein Air event on September 14. And 
please save the date for the Society’s biennial House Walk, 
scheduled for May 17, 2026. This will mark the House Walk’s 
40th Anniversary, and we are assembling an extraordinary 
collection of homes!

 

We also encourage you to engage with and learn more about 
the Village’s history by visiting the Tower Museum, the Ekdahl 
House Museum, and our Archives, which are chocked full 
of historical material. The Tower is open from 10 am to noon 
on Saturdays, the Archives are open from 10 am to noon on 
Tuesdays, and you can peek in the windows at the historical 
scene depicted inside the Ekdahl House any time.

 From all of us at the Society, we wish you and your loved ones 
a joyful holiday season and new year. Thanks again for your 
support, and we look forward to seeing you in 2026!

Michael Scodro
President, WSHS

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SAVING THE CRUMBAUGHS

Happy Holiday Greetings!

This season we are sponsoring a fundraising campaign  

to support the restoration of three of our most beloved  

oil paintings.

For generations, visitors to the Tower Museum have learned 
the story of Frederick Crumbaugh’s portrait—the little boy 
whose image has become a rite of passage for our guests. 
This painting, along with the companion portraits of Frederick’s 
parents, is more than just artwork; it is a priceless piece of 
our town’s story, painted by an important nineteenth-century 
American artist.

These mid-nineteenth-century paintings have stood the test 
of time, but their age now shows. Help us ensure that future 
generations can experience and learn from these Western 
Springs treasures with a donation to help us get the artwork 
professionally restored.  

To show our appreciation for your generosity, each level of 
donation amount will include gifts ranging from tote bags to 
VIP 2026 House Walk tickets and more. Plus, donors of $200 
or more will be entered into a drawing to win a set of four 
framed Vickery Four Seasons prints, which were graciously 
donated by Ray and Jeanine Jasica .

If you'd like to donate now, please scan this QR code.  
You can also visit us online at WesternSpringsHistory.org or 
mail a check, payable to Western Springs Historical Society,  
to P.O. Box 139, Western Springs, IL 60558.

We thank you in advance for any contribution to this cause  
that means so much to us. Your donation will help preserve  
these cherished pieces of Western Springs history for 
generations to come.

Julian Baumgartner, conservationist, with 
the painting of Frederick Crumbaugh. Julian 
will be doing the restoration work on all three 
Crumbaugh paintings.
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BY CARON WONG

Born in Salina, Kansas on April 22, 1891, 
Ione moved with her family to Western 
Springs, where she attended elementary 
school. She studied journalism at 
Northwestern University and briefly 
worked for the Western Springs Times. 
Her first full-time job was with a major 
advertising agency in Chicago, but she 
took a pay cut to work at the Chicago 
Evening Post. 

In the 1920s, Ione began her career as  
a crime reporter for the Chicago Evening 
Post, where she was one of the few 
female reporters covering crime. Her 
most memorable interview was with  
Al Capone during his income tax evasion 
trial. Ione wrote that Capone “was very 
pleasant and courteous” to her, offering 
her a chocolate bar. 

Ione also wrote various columns, 
including a syndicated column called 
“Chicago Chatter,” and she interviewed 
notable figures like Eleanor Roosevelt 
and Amelia Earhart. 

Col. Robert McCormick, long-time owner 
and editor of the Chicago Tribune, often 
sent his personal limo to pick up Ione. 
Despite this star treatment, Ione lived 
a simple life, walking to work from her 
nearby apartment hotel during the  
week and taking the train back to 
Western Springs on weekends and 
holidays to visit her family at their home 
at 4052 Forest Avenue.

In addition to newspaper writing, 
Ione freelanced for True Confessions 
magazine, writing about Chicago court 
cases and “bandit queens.” 

Her book, “Murder for Love,” published 
in 1931, detailed the lives of seven 
“murderesses.” She conducted these 
interviews at the prisons where the 

women were incarcerated. Four of the 
stories were also published in Master 
Detective magazine.

While at the Chicago Evening Post, 
Ione met her husband, Bruce Griggs, 
a feature writer who had previously 
worked as a reporter at the Boston 
American and the Milwaukee Journal. 
They married in 1932, but Bruce 
tragically died in an auto accident 13 
months later. Shortly after, the Chicago 
Evening Post closed and Ione began 
working as an assistant editor and 
feature writer of the Green Sheet at the 
Milwaukee Journal.

Starting in 1934, Ione wrote advice 
columns for the Green Sheet, counseling 
readers on various problems, both 
personal and professional. During World 
War II, she received 7,000 letters in one 
week, and some of her columns ran in 
the Saturday Evening Post. As the Green 
Sheet advice columnist, Iona counseled 
generations of readers about life issues 
for 51 years.

Ione’s last supervisor at the Milwaukee 
Journal, Steven Byers, co-authored 
a book about her, “Dear Mrs. Griggs: 
Women Readers Pour Out Their Hearts 
from the Heartland,” published in 2014 
by Marquette University Press.

Griggs retired in 1985, living out her 
remaining years in Milwaukee, WI where 
she died in 1991 at the age of 100.

REMEMBERING A LOCAL ICON
If you do a Google search for the “longest-running advice column” the response  
will be “Dear Abby,” written by Abigail Van Buren for 32 years. But a former  
Western Springs resident beat that record by 19 years. Ione Quinby Griggs wrote  
her “Dear Mrs. Griggs” column for 51 years, making hers the longest-running  
advice column written by one individual. 

FUN FACT: Ione Quinby Griggs 
(famous in her own right) donated 
the three Crumbaugh paintings 
to the Western Springs Historical 
Society in 1969. The younger Fredrick 
Crumbaugh was her uncle —she 
remembered him as a “dark-eyed, 
elderly man” when she was a young 
woman. 

Ione Quinby Griggs pictured 
through the years: Circa 1930 
(top); World War II (middle);  
and 1980 (bottom)
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WSHS Scholarships Winner 
Congratulations to Fred Chen, our 2025 LTHS Scholarship 
recipient! Many of you may recognize Fred as one of our 
docents for the Children’s Museum, but he was also involved 
with the WSHS Archives transcribing documents. 

In early June, WSHS President Michael Scodro (right) and 
Trustee Lori Mitchell (left) presented the RoseMarie Lipinski 
Scholarship and the Carol Young Scholarship to Fred. He is  
the first of our student volunteers to win both scholarships! 
The WSHS was lucky to have Fred as a volunteer these past 
few years. We wish him all the best in his college journey at 
the University of Illinois Gies School of Business.

The RoseMarie Lipinski Scholarship is funded by Bill Lipinski,  
in honor of his late wife RoseMarie, and the Carol Young 
Scholarship is funded by the WSHS. Each of these 
scholarships is available to LTHS seniors. 

Shopping & Sharing
Clever Girl has been a Western Springs destination for a 
unique mix of fashion, gifts and decor since 2008. Shop owner 
and Western Springs resident Katie McMillan has been a long 
time supporter of the Western Springs Historical Society—
including sponsoring our House Walks. 

This fall, Katie graciously hosted our second Shop and 
Share event in which she donated 10% of her sales to the 
WSHS. Thank you Katie, for being a valuable member of our 
community and partner of the WSHS! 

An Ekdahl Ancestor Returns
On September 6, several of the WSHS 
Trustees had the opportunity to spend 
time with Nick Ekdahl— great grandson 
of August Ekdahl, a Swedish immigrant 
and early settler in Western Springs. 

Our visit started with the Fire 
Department's  Pancake Breakfast, then 
we provided Nick with personal tours 
of the Ekdahl House and the Tower 
Museum. It was such a fun day sharing 

stories from our past and learning additional details about his 
ancestors. Thank you, Nick, for making the trip and continuing 
to be an important friend of the WSHS.

Volunteer of the Year 
We are proud to announce that our 
2025 Volunteer of the Year Award has 
been presented to Nora McCarthy!

Nora joined the Membership 
Committee in 2023, bringing her 
expertise in data management to assist 
the team. Over the past year, she has 
taken on a leadership role within the 

committee and has become an integral part of keeping our 
memberships and donations organized and accurate. 

Nora's dedication and hard work has made a significant 
difference at WSHS through her volunteer efforts. Thank you, 
Nora for being such an incredible member of our team!

2023–2024  

Combined Financial Report
The Western Springs Historical Society is an independent 
all-volunteer, non-profit organization that does not receive any 
federal, state or local government funding. As such, it relies 
on the generous support of concerned residents like you, 
combined with careful management of its financial resources, 
to ensure that the Society remains a viable organization, able to 
plan and implement programs and services for the community.

The pie charts shown at left summarize the revenue and 
expenses for the WSHS, which includes data for both 2023 and 
2024 (the most recent two year period for which complete data 
are available). The Board welcomed the return of the House 
Walk in May 2024 and the subsequent financial boost. We are 
pleased to report that our fiscal responsibility has allowed the 
Society to weather the Covid-related financial burdens and we 
look forward to the 2026 House Walk, which remains (by far) the 
largest single fundraiser for the Society. 

REVENUES = $105,940

Fundraising/Events 58%
Membership  24%
Donations 9%
Interest 5%
Sales 3%

EXPENSES = $55,930

Rent & Office Expense  70%
Community Outreach  19%
Archives & 
Museum Exhibits 11%
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BUSINESS

J. Benak Service, Inc.
Kelly Carlson Homes 
Amy Rooney Interiors  
Village True Value Hardware

SENIOR

Susan and John Kienzle
Robert N. Milano
Mary Shafer

FRIEND

Mary Altman
David Brown
Tiffany Casica
Phyllis Fatigato
Jim Fulco
Helen M. Geoghegan
Margie Hatter
Jeanine M. Jasica
Therese M. McGann
Susan Meyer
Lisa Mungai
A. J. Parrino
Beverly Pearce
Gwen H. Quackenbush
Ms. Anne Royston
Ruth Ann Sherman
David Simpson
Elaine Szablewski
David A. Wilson
Kathleen Zawaski
Ed & Lisa Austin 
Michael & Ingrid Braze
Susan & Michael Cardamone
Nancy & Tom Conforti
Bob & Linda Daman
The Derrah Family
The John Dolezal Family
Jean & Jeff Dukes
Sue & Mike Durkin
Tom & Gail Edgerton
Woody & Cathy Forns
Beverly Greenman
Jim & Rose Horvath
Kaye Hutchison
Linda S. Johnson
Leslie & Paul Karas
Susan & Matthew Kipp
Paul & Laurel Klimenko
Kevin & Kristine Kostrewa
Mary Lee & Jim Larsen
Jack & Joanne Lynch
The Piper Family
Mark Pusinelli
Warren & Mary Lou Sejud
Thomas Teegarden
Randall & Margaret Truckenbrodt

Mary Jo McKeag
Charles F. Vihon &  
	 RuthAnn Hurley Vihon
Jeffrey Wingert
Diane & John Wollney

FAMILY

Kathy Beshilas
The Bohl Family
Colleen & Joe Brosnan
Christine Koch & Erol Caldir
Pete & Nancy Caris
Tom Davy & Mary Kay Malas
Gary & Mary Doten
John & Diane Doyle
Jerome & Nancy Graber
Robert & Carol Graf
George & Shirley Graves
Gerald & Anita Gustis
Sue & Roger Hahn
Bernie & MaryAnn Kadow
Jackie & Raleigh Kean
Jack & Jeanette Martin
Becky & Phil Mavon
Ann & Mark Miklosz
Mary Jo & Tom Mulcahy
Gordon & Roseanne Nash
Lynn & Harry Philips
Michael & Malinda Pileggi
Mary & David Rintz
Moira & Scott Savel
Jim & Marcia Sikora
Thomas Walsh & Family
Elizabeth & L.D. Wood-Hull
Rhonda & Robert Wrenn
Craig & Linda Wright

PATRON

Deneen & Tamer Akture
Gregg W. Anderson Family
Helen & Richard Cooke
Rebecca Dauparas
Peter & Barbara Deberge
KC & Carrie Driscoll
Karen & Gary Gibbs
Andrew Gore
Bob & Ginny Grecco
Tom & Sheila Hansen
Paula & Jim Hellige
Patrick Higgins & Karron Callaghan
Cynthia Hunt & Philip Rudolph
Celia N. Hunt
Ann & Marty Keller
Jason Kilarski
Robert Lawinger
Chuck Macke &  
	 Margaret Menzenberger 
Patricia J. Maier

Patrick & Nora McCarthy
Paul & Diana McCoy
Kelly & James McKenzie
Lori Mitchell & Scott Edwards
Marilyn & Dan Montgomery
Robert & Jennifer Morgan
Nicholas J. Motherway
The Mullarkey Family
Lynn Odgers
Brian & Ellen Oeltgen
Kerry & Debra Orrock
Ronze & Theresa Pavone
Tom & Donna Perkowski
Margaret Fahrenbach & Richard 
Sikes
Nancy Sutherland 
Dan & Sara Ureel
Scott Wentsel
Judy Wilson
Violet Zavislak

LIFETIME

Elizabeth & David Arts
The Ashby Family
Al & Mary Bachman
Shirley & Dick Beal
Charmaine Blessman
Jim & Judy Bolin
John Brannen
Bob & Carol Bures
Liz Burns
Paula & Tom Buttel
Tom & Marilyn Cahill
Michael & Toni Cainkar
Brian & Zada Clarke
Jennifer Cotton
Jim & Mary Curto
John & Virginia Devona
William Dickett & Durga Bharam
Jim & Julie Dickett
Tony & Susan Dina
Scott & Gwen Divenere
Debbie Dixon
John & Lori Dixon
Bea Dockum
D. J. & Shirley Duffy
Marianne & Joseph Durham
Carl Ekdahl
John & Obdulia Euwema
John & Mary George
Alan Gornik & Family
The Grimes Family
Eric & Diana Haas
Susan Morrow & Todd Halamka
Jim & Beth Havlat
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
John & Janet Helin
Suzy Glowiak Hilton & Peter Hilton
Ashley Hudson

Dennis Hudson
Karla Hudson 
Mark & Linda Hussey 
Lynn & Tim Irons
Matthew & Barbara Kass
Keeley Family in Memory of  
	 John L Keeley, Jr.
Wayne Kennedy & 
	 Lorelie Rockwell Foundation
Marjorie Miller Kihn
The Kimberlings
Gary & Sue Klein 
Walter & Kimberly Knake
Jim & Diana Koehler
The Kolar Family
Richard & Marjorie Kriebel
Shauna Lambright
Jerome Lonnes
Fred D. Lonnes
Lisa Lopez & Robert Konold 
Richard L Magin
Jan McDermed
Scott Meyer
Mike & Linn Meyer
Shashi & Amrit Mittal
Ann Neumann 
Mary and Jim Noe
Sandy & Greg Pechous
Leslie Fenton & Mark Pera
Lena Perona
Ray & Nancy Powers
Val & Kathryn Price
Phil & Stephanie Richard
Andrew & Susan Roggensack
Marcia Sammons
Vicki Sandburg
Sue Ann Schierholtz
Mark & Ellen Schilling
Lesly J. Schlender
Andrew Schreiber
Michael & Tracey Scodro
David & Sharon Sennett
Katie Shepherd
The Shutack Family
Dr. William Stern
Joyce & Jim Stocker
Stephanie Stomberg
Jane Thayer
Paul & Eva Thomas
Nancy Timyan
Barbara & Brent Trebels
Dave & Leslie Walters
Steve & Kathy Wennerstrum
Steve & Patti Winegar 
Edgar & Carol Yee
Allyson & Rick Zak
Robert Zaniolo
Laura & Dennis Zender

WESTERN SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, we rely 100% on the generosity of our members. Your financial support through  
membership dues, donations, fundraising events and memorial bequests helps us to continue our mission of preserving  
and presenting Western Springs’ history. Thank you for supporting the Western Springs Historical Society!
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It seems that the Village had sold the 
old surplus engine in the early 1980s 
to a collector in Indiana. But, in 2000, 
the association bought it back for use 
in parades, etc. Unfortunately, during its 
20-year absence from Western Springs, 
the original bell had been removed and 
sold. And, later on it had been replaced 
with a smaller one.  

So, Devona began a search for an 
authentic replacement. After nearly 
two years of searching, he found an 
exact match for sale on the internet. He 
quickly bought it and donated it to the 
Association. It was installed a few days 
later with no fanfare. But, that’s not the 
end of the story.

The question remained as to what the 
association should do with the bell that 
had been replaced? Fortunately, Devona 
had once served on a commission, 
which in 1986 had helped plan the 
current train station, including a 
recreation of the original signal tower. 
And, he recalled that the signal tower, 
which stands on the north side of the 
tracks, was originally planned to have a 
bell on the side facing the tracks, just as 
the original tower did back in the 1900s. 

Devona mentioned this to Bill Tomczyk, 
the Village’s maintenance coordinator, 
who is also a lieutenant on the fire 
department. Soon after, the new bell 
was installed exactly as the old one 
had been. While the bell no longer 
signals the arrival of trains, it completes 
a wonderful page of Western Springs 
history for future generations.  

Pictured above, left to right: 
The original signal tower; 
John Devona with the 1952 
bell; the current signal tower.

A TALE OF TWO BELLS 
In 2023, John Devona, local resident, WSHS Trustee Emeritus and  
long-time supporter of the Western Springs Fire & Rescue Association, 
noticed that the large bell on the association’s antique 1952 Ward-LaFrance 
fire engine was not the original one. 

READ MORE ABOUT OUR PAST

John Devona's book, Western Springs 
Short Stories, is a collection of 
anecdotal moments on the history of 
our beloved Village. The book’s 514 
pages feature 220 short stories and 
many photos. It is a must-read for any 
resident past or present, young or old, 
and makes a great holiday gift! 

Books can be purchased for $30 at 
the Tower Museum on Saturdays, 
10am to noon or at the 
following Western 
Springs stores: Clever 
Girl, The Uptown 
Shop and Village 
True Value. All book 
profits support the 
Western Springs 
Historical Society!

It takes a lot of support to keep the WSHS running smoothly, from our archivists, 
researchers and writers to our Tower Museum docents. We would like to take  
a moment to recognize and thank these outstanding 2025 Volunteers:  
Susan Cardamone, Mike Durkin, Karon Gibbs, Robert Graf, Georgann Grecco,  
Liz Haskins, Sue Klein, Nora McCarthy, Lori Mitchell, Susan Morrow, Dave Mortimer, 
Lynn Odgers, John Rehor, Alex Rose, Jeff Wingert and Caron Wong.

We would also like to say a special thank you to the following people for their 
significant monetary donations. In 2024: Andrew J. Schreiber, Mark & Linda Hussey, 
Richard Magin, Paul & Eva Thomas, and the Duffy Family. In 2025: Robert & Ginny 
Grecco, and Jeffrey & Gina Shannon, in memory of Peggy & George Shannon.

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE
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BY ROB GRAF

Before white settlers arrived in this area in the 1800s, the 
Potawatomi tribe camped along the creek in what now is 
Western Springs. History books, newspaper articles, diaries, 
and maps from the mid- to late-1800s mostly refer to Flag 
Creek, though both spellings appear occasionally. Early local 
settlers also used both spellings, but this may be attributed to 
poor spelling overall, based on their diaries and letters.

The name Flag Creek likely derived from the “flags,” or reeds, 
that grew around the creek. The words flag and flagge can 
mean a pennant, or a plant with long, blade-like leaves, such 
as an iris or cattail. The flowering plants known as “flags” or 
German Iris were given the botanical name Wild Blue Flag Iris 
in the late 1800s. 

Another origin theory suggests the name Flag comes from 
the artesian springs in present-day Spring Rock Park. The 
primary source of water draining into Flag Creek in the 1800s, 
the springs were known to “gush” above ground, creating a 
“flag-like” formation. Marian White’s 1912 book, The Book of 
the Western Suburbs, mentions these springs that “throw up 
mounds of earth from the apex of which water pours forth and 
into the very pretentious stream called Flag Creek.”

The spelling “Flagg” became more common after a 1930  
map produced by the Western Springs and LaGrange 
Planning Commissions labeled the creek as Flagg Creek. In 
1933, the Illinois Sanitary Water Board also used the Flagg 
spelling in a location map for Pollution Inventory of Streams 
(for Cook County). 

Hugh Dugan’s 1949 history book on Hinsdale, Village on The 
County Line, claimed Flagg Creek was named for Reuben 
Flagg, an early settler (circa 1830) at Walker’s Grove, now 
Plainfield, Illinois. Reuben hauled lumber by wagon to Chicago 
by a trail, later named Plainfield Road, that crossed Flag Creek. 
The Dugan book presents no evidence to support the claim. 
Also, the Plainfield Historical Society, Plainfield Library and  
Will County Historical Society cannot find documented proof 
of a Reuben Flagg link to the creek. 

In June 1958, a Hinsdale Doings news article referenced a 
Village of Hinsdale Trustee meeting where the correct spelling 
of the Creek was debated, with the “Flagg” followers citing 
Dugan’s book. Around 1960, Flagg Creek signs appeared at 
the bridges on 47th and 55th Streets and Joliet Road after the 
Tri-State Tollway construction. The Cook County Department 
of Transportation and Highways uses the common spelling 
at the time of a related project or publication. Surprisingly, no 
signs were placed at the bridge on Plainfield Road, over which 
Reuben Flagg transported lumber to Chicago.

 When the Flagg Creek Heritage Society formed in 1976, it 
adhered to the common spelling at the time. Other entities 
also chose the Flagg spelling, including the Flagg Creek Water 
Reclamation District (FCWRD), formerly called the Hinsdale 
Sanitary District, which changed its name in 2005. The FCWRD 
treats sewage from several villages in DuPage County and 
discharges the reclaimed water to Flagg Creek. Today, the 
FCWRD has sole jurisdiction and maintenance responsibility 
for Flagg Creek. 

Author’s note: From my extensive research, I believe there is no 
formal or official historical connection with the contemporary use 
of the “Flagg” spelling; it most likely is a product of local legend, 
hearsay and folktale.

HOW FLAG CREEK BECAME FLAGG CREEK
A seven-mile-long stream originating in the Village of Hinsdale, Flagg Creek runs south near  
Lyons Township and eventually flows into the Des Plaines River in Burr Ridge near County Line 
Road. The origin of the creek’s name and spelling have a complex history.

Above: The 1891 USGS 
Topographic Map shows Flag 
Creek (circled) much wider and 
with two channels between 
Western Springs and Hinsdale. 
Left: Engraving of a Wild Blue 
Flag Iris.
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Tower Museum Holiday Shop
Looking for that  
perfect gift? This  
season we are 
pleased to offer  
a range of Peggy 
Taylor items such as 
tote bags, mugs and 
mouse pads, as well 
as her popular set of 
notecards. We also 
have books, vintage 
prints and maps.  
Stop in and shop at 
the Tower Museum 
on Saturdays 10am  
to noon. 

Save the Date!
We are happy to announce that planning for 
the WSHS 2026 House Walk is well underway, 
thanks to our co-chairs Kelly Carlson and  
Laura Glosniak! 

Kelly and Laura have many exciting things 
planned for Sunday, May 17. Look to our  
website, westernspringshistory.org, for 
additional details and make sure to follow our 
Instagram account, @westernspringshousewalk, 
after the first of the year.  
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