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WESTERN SPRINGS

Historical
Society

Spring 2026

Celebrate Spring with the WSHS

The 2026 House Walk will feature seven thoughtfully selected 
homes located throughout Western Springs, offering guests a unique 
opportunity to experience the village’s diverse neighborhoods and 
architectural history. This milestone year showcases an exceptional 
collection of homes ranging from historic to contemporary, highlighting 
a variety of architectural styles and sizes that reflect the character and 
evolution of the community.

This year's event marks the Society’s 15th House Walk. Our first House 
Walk, hosted in 1986 in partnership with the Western Springs Community 
Center Association (WSCCA), was held in honor of the Village’s 
Centennial celebration. The tour featured six historic homes in Old Town 
North built between 1871 and 1926, all within walking distance of the 
Grand Avenue Community Center. Notably, one of the homes had been 
featured in Smithsonian Magazine in 1985 for its innovative construction 
style. Guests also enjoyed a boxed lunch on the Tower Green and at  
All Saints Episcopal Church that afternoon.

Similar to this year, the inaugural House Walk was exceptionally well 
organized, incorporating sponsorships, retail ticket sales, donations from 
local florists and merchants, and a dedicated corps of volunteers to 
coordinate the tours. Building on that success, a similar event was held 
the following year, featuring five different historic homes in the Old Town 
North area. 

The strong foundation established in those first years has been 
thoughtfully refined and expanded over the decades. In 1986, Sharon 
Bachmann served as the WSHS’s first House Walk Chairperson, and  
for many years thereafter, she provided guidance and continuity to  
the committees that followed. 

In the spirit of the past 40 years, we celebrate not only the architecture 
and interior design of these homes, but also the enduring sense of 
community that makes Western Springs so special.

The proceeds from our biennial House Walks are essential, supporting 
most of the day-to-day costs of operating our programs, Archives, 
Ekdahl House Museum and the Tower Museum.  We cannot begin to 
thank our seven gracious homeowners for opening their homes to the 
community for this fundraising event. 

On Sunday, May 17, from 11am to 5pm, the  
Western Springs Historical Society will welcome our  
community to the 40th Anniversary House Walk. 

HOUSE WALK

Top: Longtime WSHS volunteer  
Mary Jo Wieczorek poses at the  
Tower Green to welcome guests. 

Bottom: The 1986 House Walk program. 
Over the last 40 years, our programs have 
featured the artwork of many local artists 
including Peggy Taylor, Margaret Prescott, 
Marie Murrell, Julie Skoda, Mark Tobin, 
and this year, Meredith Peterik.



THANK YOU GIFTS

To express our sincere gratitude for your 
generosity, �we are pleased to share this 
selection of our own treasured �items as 
a thank you gift for your donation. 

$100 Donation

•	Museum tote bag

•	�1 raffle entry to win set of 4 framed 
Four Seasons signed Vickery prints

•	�Donor acknowledgment in 2026  
Tower Museum display

•	Invitation to private dedication

$200 Donation

•	�Set of 4 Four Seasons signed  
Vickery prints

•	Museum tote bag

•	�1 raffle entry to win set of 4 framed 
Four Seasons signed Vickery prints

•	�Donor acknowledgment in 2026  
Tower Museum display

•	Invitation to private dedication

$500 Donation

•	�Donor acknowledgement on  
permanent Tower Museum plaque 

•	�Set of 4 Four Seasons signed  
Vickery prints

•	Museum tote bag

•	�1 raffle entry to win set of 4 framed 
Four Seasons signed Vickery prints

•	�Donor acknowledgment in 2026  
Tower Museum display

•	Invitation to private dedication

$1,000 Donation

•	�4 VIP 2026 House Walk tickets  
(skip the line entrance) 

•	�Donor acknowledgement on  
permanent Tower Museum plaque 

•	�Set of 4 Four Seasons signed  
Vickery prints

•	Museum tote bag

•	�1 raffle entry to win set of 4 framed 
Four Seasons signed Vickery prints

•	�Donor acknowledgment in 2026  
Tower Museum display

•	Invitation to private dedication

Our collection of mid-nineteenth-
century paintings of the Crumbaugh 
family have stood the test of time, but 
their age now shows. Help us ensure 
that future generations can experience 
and learn from these Western Springs 
treasures with a donation to help us get 
the artwork professionally restored. 

If you’d like to donate now, scan the QR 
code below. You can also visit us online 
at WesternSpringsHistory.org or mail 
a check, payable to Western Springs 
Historical Society, to P.O. Box 139, 
Western Springs, IL 60558. 

We thank you in advance for your 
contribution to this cause that means 
so much to us. Your donation will help 
preserve these cherished pieces of 
Western Springs history for generations 
to come.
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On behalf of the Western Springs Historical Society, I would like to encourage 
everyone to attend our 2026 House Walk on Sunday, May 17. This event wouldn’t  
be possible without the generous homeowners willing to open their homes to 
the public. We would also like to thank all of our sponsors, florists, tablescape 
designers and volunteers for making this all possible—we are very grateful! 

This year we are also working on restoring the Crumbaugh family portraits and the 
Benezette Williams stained glass window— important pieces of our shared history 
that require careful preservation. Looking ahead, we are planning updates for the 
museum’s first floor and children’s museum, along with updates to several of our 
regular exhibits. In addition, our archives need expanded storage and enhanced 
cloud-based technology to better preserve and access our growing collection. 

There is much to be done, and we could not do it without your continued financial 
support and enduring commitment to preserving the history of Western Springs. 
Thanks to you, we can ensure the stories and artifacts of our past can be protected 
for generations to come. 

With sincere appreciation,

Michael Scodro
President, WSHS

PRESIDENT’S LET TER

Past Traditions, Future Plans 

HELP US SAVE THE CRUMBAUGHS!	

Scan to donate

Special thanks to 2026 House Walk Co-Chairs  
Kelly Carlson (left) and Laura Glosniak (right). 
Photo by Krista Fitch
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Built in 1926, this Craftsman-inspired 
residence stands as a testament  
to a century of local history and 
architectural artistry. 

The original owners, Henry R. and Nellie 
Dohren, lived in the house for 14 years 
with their four children. Henry Dohren, 
a mechanical engineering instructor at 
Washburne Trade School in Chicago and 
a University of Illinois alumnus, also was 
an accomplished inventor with several 
patents to his name. Drawing on his 
technical expertise, he purchased the lot 
and personally designed the house for 
his family. His vision shaped the home’s 
enduring brick façade and distinctive 
hipped roof. 

The large arched windows, a hallmark 
of Dohren’s design, were installed so 
his family could enjoy nature from the 
comfort of their living room, a feature 
that continues to define the home’s 

inviting ambiance. News articles from 
the 1920s and 1930s reveal that the 
Dohrens often entertained friends and 
family, making the home a lively center 
of community 

The evolution of the house we see today 
began in 2012, when a major remodel 
transformed the entrance into a more 
welcoming space and opened views 
to the backyard and garden. The first 
floor was redesigned for an open layout, 
while preserving the spacious dining 
and living rooms. 2018 updates included 
a mudroom, bathrooms, kitchen, and 
replacement of the roof, windows, 
brick and gutters. These improvements 
blended contemporary comforts with 
historic charm.  

The Nelson family, current owners since 
2025, are excited to welcome this year’s 
House Walk guests to their piece of 
Western Springs history.

BACK ON THE WALK 
AFTER 40 YEARS
After being on the first House Walk in 1986, the home  
at 4366 Central Avenue is once again opening its doors  
to the community, inviting visitors to explore its unique 
architectural details and rich history. 

4366 Central as seen today 
(above); the timeless look of the 
living room (left) is a reflection of 
the home’s enduring appeal and 
character after 100 years.  

Henry R. Dohren and Nellie 
Peterson were married on 
November 30, 1911 in Trueman, 
Minnesota. In their later years, 
the Dohren’s downsized to  
3840 Clausen Avenue.  

4366 Central circa 1974 
(above); the living room as 
seen in the Lifestyle section 
of the Chicago Tribune, 
1986  (right).
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THE TOWER MUSEUM &
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
are housed in the historic
Water Tower

MUSEUM HOURS
Saturdays 10am – Noon
Closed on major holiday  
weekends

EKDAHL HOUSE MUSEUM
43rd St. & Wolf Rd.
Outdoor exhibit open 24/7

VOLUNTEERS & 
DOCENTS WELCOME
Call 708-246-9230

ARCHIVES & WORKSHOP
Grand Avenue Community  
Center, Second Floor

ARCHIVES HOURS
Tuesdays 10am – Noon

OFFICERS
Michael Scodro 
President

Mary Rintz 
Vice President

Jason Kilarski 
Treasurer

Karla Hudson 
Secretary

TRUSTEES
Pete Caris
Kelly Carlson
Chris Cone 
John Devona, Trustee Emeritus
Liz Otto Haskins
Rich Kirchherr
Patrick McCarthy 
Ken Nash 
Patsy Shutack
Mark Tobin 
Leslie Walters

NEWSLETTER  
GRAPHICS
Mary Rintz

No check? No problem!  
Just use the camera app on  
your smartphone to scan this  
QR code and pay online.

BECOME A MEMBER OR DONATE NOW!

SUNDAY, MAY 17

11am–5pm

Benefiting
THE WESTERN SPRINGS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JOIN US FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY!

Tickets:  $40 in advance; $50 day of event

Purchase with  
cash or check at: 
Clever Girl 
Thomas Ford Library 
Tower Museum 
(Saturdays 10am to noon)

Purchase online: 
Visit us at 
westernspringshistory.org 
or scan the QR code

Sketch above by local artist and resident, Meredith Peterik


